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by Greg Bork

At the celebration of the life of 
Johnny Allen at Nielsen Park in 
Sydney in January, his partner 

Warwick laid out an array of artefacts, 
photos and documents on the grass, 
including scrapbooks that Johnny 
meticulously compiled throughout his 
life. 

There, Graeme Dunstan, co‑organiser 
with Johnny of the 1973 Nimbin 
Aquarius Festival, saw Johnny’s 
scrapbooks from the Aquarius era.

Most of Johnny’s scrapbooks have 
gone to the State Library of New 
South Wales and the Australian Queer 
Archives (AQuA), but Warwick has 
kindly donated four of Johnny’s precious 
scrapbooks about Nimbin to Aquarius 
Archives. 

I am so grateful that this history 
remains accessible to the community that 
shaped it.

Johnny’s care for the stories of Nimbin 
Aquarius was lifelong. It includes an oral 
history recording project at the 20th 
anniversary Aquarius event in 1993 
for the Rainbow Archives at the State 
Library, and launching the Facebook 
group My Nimbin Aquarius Story for the 
40th anniversary in 2013.

I first met Johnny in 2022 when he was 
in Nimbin beginning to organise the 
50th anniversary in 2023 as a “landmark 
event”, bringing all of his professional 
expertise from a long career in events 
management. Unfortunately, Covid 
intervened and left Johnny out of action 
during preparations. 

He was well enough to attend 
Aquarius50 and organised the Aquarius 
Elders dinner. During organising 
Aquarius50, I called Johnny and he 
advised that we should move from a 
centralised program to a decentralised 
fringe‑festival model. I’m so glad that 
Johnny’s words are echoed in the new, 
upcoming Nimbin Fringe.

Johnny Allen’s collections going to 
the State Library of NSW, Australian 
Queer Archives and Aquarius Archives 
highlights the importance of different 
kinds of archives and how they function. 

Major institutions provide long‑term 
preservation within state‑level 
infrastructure. Community‑run archives 
keep stories closely connected to the 

people and places that created them.
Aquarius Archives and the Australian 

Queer Archives are both community‑run, 
values‑driven archives that collect, 
preserve and share the histories of 
marginalised cultural movements in 
Australia. 

They demonstrate how 
community‑controlled archives can 
safeguard histories often overlooked 
in state collections, ensuring that 
alternative, activist and subcultural 
stories are preserved as part of Australia’s 
broader historical record. 

Themed, movement‑based and 
community‑controlled archives exist in 
tens rather than hundreds, and many are 
small, volunteer‑run and missing from 
formal directories. They are small when 
compared to the tens of millions of items 
in national collections, but within their 
themes they hold some of the densest and 
most comprehensive bodies of material in 
the country.

Grassroots collections, often built 
through decades of unpaid labour, are 
essential to understanding Australia’s 
cultural story. Unlike state‑funded 
institutions, community archives rely 
heavily on donations, volunteers and 
project‑based funding. AQuA’s largest 
single source of funding is donations 
and bequests. Please consider making an 
end‑of‑financial‑year tax‑deductible gift 
to Aquarius Archives.

The simplest way to donate is to 
visit: aquariusarchives.org.au then click 
on Participate Gift, and follow the 
instructions to give to Nimbin Aquarius 
Foundation’s DGR‑endorsed Aquarius 

Archives fund. For those uncomfortable 
on-line, you can contact Aquarius 
Archives at 81 Cullen Street on Fridays 
from 11am to 3 pm to arrange a bank 
transfer or off-line gift and receive a DGR 
receipt.

Even modest contributions directly 
support the preservation of fragile 
materials, digitisation projects and public 
access initiatives. Donations help ensure 
that collections like Johnny Allen’s 
scrapbooks are not only stored safely but 
made available for research, exhibitions 
and community storytelling. 

They also support the volunteers 
and workers who catalogue, interpret 
and share these materials with future 
generations. Aquarius Archives is 
working hard to move from a successful 
start‑up phase to a viable, long‑term 
cultural community hub – a place where 
the Aquarius blueprint for living can 
grow vibrant, thriving futures.

Aquarius Archives’ application to 
Museums & Galleries of NSW’s 
Volunteer Placement Program has been 
successful. I will be headed to Sydney for 
two weeks of professional development 
at Museums of History NSW, then 
bring back professional skills to share 
with our volunteer‑managed small team, 
including catalogue management, policy 
development, sustainability and strategic 
planning.

Aquarius Archives is a working group 
of Nimbin Aquarius Foundation Inc, 
a registered not‑for‑profit charitable 
organisation with the purpose of 
advancing culture. Donations are tax 
deductible. 

by Tony Batchelor

Disappointed by the 
result of the voice to 
parliament, Geoff 

Reid decided to do something 
to draw attention to a sad 
part of indigenous history. 

He set out on a ‘Walk 4 
Stolen Children Land and 
Lives’ from Ballina to Myall 
Creek, stopping at several 
massacre sites along the way. 

His intention was to walk 
alone, but was soon joined by 
Ann and Phil Jarman, who 
supplied a support vehicle, 
and Ann decided to walk 
with him.

“I am participating in the 
474km walk from Lismore 
to Myall Creek to let people 
know that 90% of our 
Indigenous population were 
killed by the Europeans 
and the Indigenous people 

that were left were put into 
missions as they were not 
allowed to live on their own 
country,” Ann said. 

“When on the mission, 
the children were stolen and 
many repercussions have 
occurred due to children 
being taken away. 

“The walk is to make 
people aware of these issues, 
but most importantly the 
massacres that have occurred 
all around the state.”

The 2026 Myall Creek 
massacre Memorial and 
Commemoration will be held 
over the June long weekend, 
Friday 5th June to Sunday 
7th June. 

This annual gathering 
honours the 28 Wirrayaraay 
people murdered at the 
site in 1838 and serves as a 
major focus of Australian 
reconciliation.

Johnny Allen’s Nimbin scrapbooks Johnny Allen’s Nimbin scrapbooks 
donated to the Aquarius Archivesdonated to the Aquarius Archives

by Bernadine Schwartz

I’ve met a lot of people 
in my time and from all 
walks of life, but lately 

I don’t believe I’ve ever had 
the pleasure of meeting so 
many so called scientists and 
climatologists. 

They’re all coming out of 
the woodwork, standing on 
their soapboxes spreading 
misinformation, and with such 
conviction. Apparently, there’s 
nothing to worry about!

Now it’s not uncommon 
to have a fear of some kind, 
maybe a fear of heights, 
confined spaces, creepy 
crawlies, flying or a fear of 
deep water, yet our mortality 
as a species doesn’t even raise 
an eyebrow. These charlatans 
are dangerous fools and they 
need to be silenced with some 
cold hard facts.

Most of society have 
forgotten that our survival 
is solely dependent on clean 
water, fertile soil, fresh air 
and favourable weather, but 
now all four can no longer be 
guaranteed.

Water abounds on Earth, 
but this is deceiving when 
only .05% of fresh water 
is accessible or useable, 
leaving very little in reserve 
and a report from the UN 
University is absolutely 
frightening. 

The world has now entered 
a state of “global water 
bankruptcy” as water systems 
all around the world deplete 
faster than they can recover. 
Lakes, rivers and aquifers 
have passed their “tipping 
point” of sustainable use, 
and a report from the World 
Meteorological Organisation 
revealed more than 50% of 
the world’s river catchments 
are under extreme stress and 
many are drying up. 

This has left two billion 
people without access to safe 
drinking water and roughly 
four billion now experience 
a severe shortage every year 
for a month or so. Our very 
own Murray Darling Basin 
once fed 77,000 kilometres 
of waterways but today 

it’s suffering from extreme 
water stress, impacting many 
smaller rivers that have 
ceased to flow or vanished. 

Worldwide major rivers 
that once travelled freely 
have reached historically low 
levels – the Amazon, Ganges, 
Brahmaputra, Mekong, 
Mississippi, Colorado, 
Yangtze, Loire, Rhine, 
Danube, Rio Grande, Rio 
Bravo, Tigris and Euphrates. 

That’s a lot of rivers and 
glaciers play a crucial role 
feeding them, such as the 
Ganges and Brahmaputra 
that are the only source 
of water for hundreds of 
millions of people. Tens of 
thousands are shrinking and 
melting at an extraordinary 
pace and already hundreds 
have “melted out of existence”, 
including Venezuela where 
not a single glacier remains. 

The agricultural sector 
on average uses 70% of the 
planet’s freshwater and it 
takes 2,000 to 5,000 litres 
to produce one person’s 
daily food requirements, so 
envisioning a starving world 
isn’t hard to imagine, and 
we’re right on target. 

The world’s food security 
is now at risk, as reductions 
in crop yields rise and the 
overall nutritional value of 
staples drops. Crops that are 
a primary source of food for 
billions of people, such as 
maize, and rice and wheat, 
are losing their protein 
content and the crisis is 

deepening with no end in 
sight. 

Currently there are 2.8 
billion people who can’t 
afford a healthy diet and 
700 million suffering from 
chronic malnutrition, plus 
318 million whose levels 
of hunger have reached 
crisis point or worse. And 
not surprisingly the UN 
have forecast an inevitable 
worldwide famine within the 
next 30 years. 

Dirt isn’t just dirt; it’s a 
highly prized commodity 
and why? It takes roughly 
a thousand years to form 
three centimetres of topsoil, 
yet we’re using it ten to forty 
times faster than it can be 
replenished and industrial 
agriculture is to blame for 
the loss of 40%. If current 
erosion rates continue, 
industrial experts from the 
UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), have 
warned that the world’s 
topsoil could disappear in 
sixty years. 

Every day we’re totally 
unaware that the air we 
breathe in and out is now 
the greatest environmental 
threat to human health. 
According to the World 
Health Organisation, 99% 
of the world’s population are 
breathing in air that exceeds 
air quality guidelines and 
less than 1% of the planet’s 
land area has air quality 
that meets international 
standards. 

Today, nine out of ten 
deaths in low to middle 
income nations are attributed 
to outdoor air pollution, 
and how disturbing to think 
this includes 2,000 innocent 
young children who die every 
day.

The weather determines 
nearly everything we do, and 
those good old-fashioned 
seasons really have become 
a thing of the past. They’re 
gone! What more is there to 
say? I’m completely off the 
grid, and for the first time 
in nearly 17 years I have no 
power and still waiting for 
the sun to return, but it’s not 
looking good. 

That expression “It’s not 
the end of the world” just 
doesn’t ring true, it’s now 
a probability and it took a 
mighty effort on our part to 
sweep an entire planet under 
the carpet, and somehow, we 
managed to not trip over it. 
Now there’s no avoiding it. 

All those thoughtless 
actions that were considered 
inconsequential, created a 
butterfly effect, and even 
when society were warned 
time after time, they 
continued on regardless. We 
say we love our children but 
not enough, apparently. 

What springs to mind? 
Global warming, the modern-
day Pied Piper of Hamelin 
and there’ll be no negotiating. 
Nature’s on a course of 
destruction, and now our 
children get to pay the price!

Time to take off the rose-coloured glasses

Locals walk for stolen children, land and lives

Ann Jarman and Geoff Reid

by Sue Stock

The 42nd Norco Primex Field 
Day was held for the first time 
at the Lismore Showgrounds 

last month. 
It was a three-day event with this year’s 

theme ‘Growing the Future’ reflecting 
Primex’s role as an economic driver. 
There were crowds of people visiting and 
the carparks were packed out. 

On the day Nimbin GoodTimes visited, 
there were many groups of high school 
students eagerly checking out the 
displays and the stalls as well as farmers 
and local residents. Over 30,000 people 
in total visited.

There were a number of Primex hubs 
from agricultural machinery and tractors 
to ag tech solutions featuring the latest 
in farming technology and innovation 
to regenerative agriculture and 
sustainability, ag merchandise, trucks, 
paddock to plate, agritourism and health 
and wellbeing as well as many others.

There were also many food stalls 
including the most popular Country 
Womens Association North Coast G 
roup of volunteers serving drinks, cakes 
and savoury food.

There was a great range of innovations 
on display including technologies 
for measuring and managing soil 
moisture, salinity and temperature and 
groundwater movement. 

There was also a display of drones 
which are used for a variety of 
agricultural applications. Drones can be 

equipped with high resolution cameras, 
sensors and thermal imaging, and 
provide data collection capabilities as 
well as crop spraying and surveying.

Primex director, Bruce Wright 
said, “Primex is re-establishing and 
strengthening the connections and 
value that underpin regional and rural 
communities. 

“The Northern Rivers provides a 
powerful backdrop for this, one of the 
most diverse and productive regions in 
the country.”

Primex features technological innovations

Murray River – when the river runs dry. Murray River – when the river runs dry. 
Courtesy The Guardian.Courtesy The Guardian.

Next market

14th June
9am – 3pm

Coronation Park, 
The Channon

Enquiries 6688-6433“Make it, bake it, grow it”“Make it, bake it, grow it”

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DISTRIBUTE 
THE GOODTIMES FROM YOUR BUSINESS

Email: nimbin.goodtimes@gmail.com

2.30 – 5.30pm

https://aquariusarchives.org.au
mailto:nimbin.goodtimes@gmail.com
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Nimbin CWA doings 
by Sue Stock

The CWA is definitely more than just 
freshly-made scones, strawberry jam 
and whipped cream. 

Every year the NSW State conference is 
held with members voting on motions on a 
wide variety of issues including health care 
access, women’s homelessness, agricultural 
safety, telecommunications, transport, 
energy policy and environmental protection 
that the State CWA will advocate for. 

This year, Nimbin branch was represented 
by Ashoka Joblin and Bev Gardner, and they 
put forward a successful motion regarding 
Richmond River Koala Parks: 

“That the policy of the CWA of NSW shall 
be to advocate for the establishment of the 
Richmond River Koala Parks reserve, which 
includes State Public Native Forests in the 
Richmond Valley and southern Richmond 
Range, to ensure that vulnerable and 
endangered native flora and fauna have safe 
haven, to replenish their populations.” 

This was argued by Ashoka and approved 
by the delegates from all over NSW.

Assisting citizen scientists
Nimbin CWA has also recently donated 
monies for the purchase of a number of 
powerful spotlights capable of picking up the 
eye shine of animals in the forest at night. 

Citizen scientists have been out in 
Ewingar State Forest near Tabulam where 
they located 33 greater glider dens where 
Forestry NSW were only able to find two. 

An identified den means a 50-metre 
protection zone must be made safe from 
logging, and excludes logging entirely. 

See the article by Kendall Nesci, NGT 
May edition p25 for more details. If you are 
interested in joining the citizen scientists 
contact the Environment Centre for details.

Meet our members
Every month or so, we’ll hear from one of our 
members about their CWA journey. This time 
we’ll meet Ashoka Joblin.

Where do you live? I live in Nimbin about 
five kms from the village on the edge of the 
Nightcap. 

Why did you decide to join? When the 

Nimbin branch restarted, I had just retired 
and was looking for some volunteer work. 

Then the bushfires happened and I was so 
impressed with what the group was doing, 
cooking meals and helping the community, I 
decided to join.

What do you enjoy most about your 
membership? Working with a good bunch 
of women who get a lot done and give a lot 
back to the community.

When are we open? 
Nimbin CWA rooms are open on 
Wednesdays from 10am ’til 4pm. Our cooks 
provide healthy lunches for only $5 as well 
as cakes including gluten-free. The op shop 
is also open with many great bargains to be 
found. 

We are also open on Nimbin market days 
and have espresso coffee and (yes) scones 
with jam and cream available for purchase. 

The Nimbin CWA rooms are in the 
Community Centre grounds, next to the 
firehouse on Sibley Street.

Branch Meetings are held at 3pm on 
the 2nd Monday of the month, and new 
members are always welcome.

For all general enquiries please phone 
0457-363-925 or email: secretary.cwa.
nimbin@gmail.com

There is a fair bit 
moving around 
Nimbin at the 

moment. Some of it is visible 
from the street, some of it 
is happening in meeting 
rooms, inboxes and grant 
applications, and some of it 
is the quiet work of keeping 
community connections alive.

A few local businesses are 
changing shape or finding 
new homes. Nimbin Pizza 
Cucina has opened in town, 
The Beauty Room is now 

offering personal care and 
beauty treatments at the 
back of Birth & Beyond, 
Fashionating is preparing 
to move premises to the 
Church of Aquarius, and the 
former Krishna restaurant 
has changed hands and is 
now offering roadhouse-style 
food. The village also now 
has a dreadlock maintenance 
service. 

These shifts are part of the 
living pulse of the village. 
Shops open, move, adapt and 
reinvent themselves, and each 
one adds another thread, or 
in this case a dread, to the 
local business fabric.

Council and infrastructure 
matters are also high on 
the Chamber radar. Matt 
Potter, Lismore City 
Council’s Director of Water, 
is expected to attend an 
upcoming Chamber meeting 
to discuss the Nimbin water 
upgrade. 

With recent boil water 
alerts and on-going 

community interest in water 
quality, treatment capacity 
and future infrastructure, 
this will be an important 
opportunity for local 
businesses and residents 
to hear more directly from 
Council and ask practical 
questions.

The Chamber has also 
provided written support for 
Council’s application to the 
Active Regional Community 
Participation Grant, with the 
proposal focused mainly on 
Peace Park and the children’s 
play area. 

The grant stream is worth 
up to $1 million, with 
the broader project value 
currently understood to be 
around $1.2 million. The 
proposed improvements 
are aimed at recreation, 
accessibility and community 
infrastructure, with benefits 
for residents, young people 
and visitors. 

Peace Park sits close to the 
heart of village life, and any 

investment in safe, welcoming 
public space is an investment 
in the everyday life of Nimbin.

Transport is another item 
worth watching. Rainbow 
Power Company has put 
forward a proposal for a 
twice-daily Nimbin to Byron 
Bay bus service, aimed 
at boosting tourism and 
improving access to training 
opportunities through 
Wollongbar TAFE. 

The proposal is seeking 
potential Chamber support, 
either through a financial 
contribution or by helping 
promote advertising 
opportunities to local 
businesses. It is early days, 
but the idea touches several 
important issues at once: 
visitor access, education, 
employment pathways and 
regional connection.

The upcoming School 
Market and Youth Focus 
Volunteer Expo on 26 June 
at Nimbin Central School is 
another strong opportunity 
to connect younger people 
with local organisations, 
businesses and community 
groups. 

Local groups are 
encouraged to get involved, 
whether by hosting a stall, 
offering a simple activity, or 
outlining volunteer and work 
experience opportunities. 

Not every young person 
finds their pathway through 
a straight road. Sometimes 
it begins with a conversation 
at a stall, a few hours helping 
out, or discovering that 
the town they live in has 
more possibilities than they 
realised.

Village presentation and 
public art remain active 
topics. The Chamber’s mural 
collection tins are being 
prepared with artwork kindly 
provided by Benny Zable, 
one of the artists whose work 
has formed part of Nimbin’s 
mural history. 

The Haberdashery mural 
expression of interest did 
not receive artist interest 
this round, so the Chamber 
will need to consider the 
next steps. Nimbin’s murals 
are more than decoration. 
They are part of the village 
memory, part wayfinding, 
part welcome mat, part wild 
public diary.

The Chamber also noted 
the importance of continuing 
feedback from the recent 
Awards Night, including 
possible improvements such 
as a People’s Choice Award 

or other categories in future. 
Community recognition 
matters because so much 
of Nimbin’s working life 
rests on volunteers, small 
organisations and people 
doing the unseen jobs that 
keep the village functioning.

There are also ongoing local 
matters to keep an eye on, 
including issues involving the 
Caravan Park and Council, 
and changes affecting Jungle 
Patrol following the loss of a 
couple of staff members. 

These will need a little more 
detail before they can be 
properly reported, but they 
both sit within the broader 
question of how Nimbin 
manages services, public 
space, safety, tourism and 
Council relationships.

As always, Chamber Chat 
is not just a list of meeting 
items. It is a snapshot of a 
village constantly adjusting 
its sails: businesses opening 
and moving, young people 
being invited in, Council 
conversations continuing, and 
local people finding practical 
ways to look after the place.

Choose local. Experience 
Nimbin.

Chamber Chat 
by David Hyett, president

CWA state conference 
votes to support koala park

by Julie De Lorenzo

“When governments 
fail, we set sail” is 
the mantra of the 

Global Sumud Flotilla, which may 
as well also read: “When we set sail, 
governments fail.”

Under International Humanitarian 
Law the Australian Government 
are committed to “allowing and 
facilitating full, safe, rapid and 
unhindered humanitarian access 
for the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance in accordance with relevant 
international law.” (‘Declaration for the 
protection of humanitarian personnel’, 
Dept of Foreign Affairs & Trade.)

Despite this, Australian activists 
were warned by the Australian 
Government not to join the mission 
to Gaza and to send aid through 
established channels. That would 
be all well and good if the aid was 
guaranteed to arrive. Sadly, aid is still 
being blocked by Zionists.

Still, with no support from the 
government, Sumud (meaning 
‘steadfast’ in Arabic) courage and 
selflessness is what this group of 
doctors, artists, lawyers, social 
workers – ordinary Australians 
– brought with them on this 
humanitarian mission.

For the two and a half years that 
the Genocide in Gaza has flooded 
our screens through social media and 
accessible through YouTube videos 
and independent news channels, our 
government has failed to condemn 
the actions of the IDF directed by the 
genocidal state of Israel. 

Not only did they fail to condemn 
the slaughter of over 72,000 human 
lives – more than a quarter of those 
were babies and children – they 

remain complicit by providing parts 
for fighter jets to Israel and very 
possibly providing US intelligence 
facilities at Pine Gap, Northern 
Territory.

You may not need to be reminded 
that sadly, Gaza is now home to the 
highest number of child amputees.

In case you’re wondering, just 
because Israel’s right-hand man took 
centre stage by starting a war in Iran, 
doesn’t mean the genocide in Gaza 
has stopped.

Although a ceasefire was announced 
last October, the killing, destruction 
and stealing of land, homes and 
lives continues not only in Gaza 
but also in the occupied West Bank 
where settlers enjoy full support of 
police, IOF and the state, while they 
persistently harass, attack, steal and 
destroy land, people and animals.

Killing Palestinians is occurring 
together by settlers, Israeli military 
and police forces.

The genocide is ongoing and has 
expanded into Lebanon and Iran 
with more than six million currently 
displaced as a result of Israel’s deadly 
campaign.

Just this week The UN concluded 
that Israel has committed ‘serious 
violations of international 
humanitarian law’ and called for 
Israel to “end its unlawful presence in 
the Palestinian territory.”

Many people are simply unable to 
sit back and watch the horror while 
genocidal psychopaths continue to 
commit unspeakable acts of violence.

The Global Sumud Flotilla is one 
such group of ordinary people from 
around the globe doing extraordinary 
things.

Committed to breaking the illegal 
siege on Gaza by bringing food, 
medicine, clean water, baby formula 
and prosthetic limbs to Gaza, 428 
activists across 50 civilian boats from 
45 countries set sail.

This week, 11 Australians were 
among all who were illegally abducted 
from international waters and 
imprisoned for three days in Israeli 
gulags.

They were subjected to sexual 
assault, torture, tasered, forced to 
kneel with zip-tied hands behind 
their backs in stress positions. Some 
activists were hospitalised with 

broken bones and other injuries 
after being kicked, beaten and shot 
at with rubber bullets, and forensic 
examinations are underway.

Any one of these volunteers will tell 
you that this treatment is nothing 
compared to what the 10,000+ 
Palestinian prisoners suffer daily, who 
are also now subject to a law that was 
recently passed for Palestinians to be 
executed by hanging. Many of these 
prisoners are held without charge or 
trial.

While visiting a makeshift prison at 
the port in Ashdod, Israel’s National 
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
posted a video of himself on social 
media taunting the detained activists 
and relishing in their suffering.

Who responded? Italy, France, the 
Netherlands, Canada. Following 
suit, Penny Wong eventually made 
a statement of condemnation of Ben 
Gvir’s arrogant and cruel behaviour 
and called for the release of the 
activists.

She did not condemn Israel for 
preventing lifesaving aid from 
reaching Gaza and there are still no 
sanctions on Israel.  

Call Penny Wong, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (it’s her job): 02 6277-
7500, or email: senatorwong@aph.
gov.au 

Demand that the Australian 
Government cut ties with Israel, 
obey international law and stop 
sending parts for weapons, cancel all 
alliance with Israel and refuse to host 
Israeli diplomats.

The Jewish Council of Australia 
has said that Australia should go 
further than sanctioning Ben Gvir, 
and expel Israel’s Ambassador.

You may ask…’What else can I do’?
• Visit in person (bring your 

friends along), email and/or call 
your State MP Janelle Saffin 
(Lismore Electorate) and Federal 
MP Kevin Hogan and demand 
that they condemn the actions of 
Israel and move to sanction Israel 
immediately.

• Join the Global Sumud Flotilla. 
There are many roles to be filled 
behind the scenes as well as sailing 
to Gaza.

• Download the NoThanksApp 
– Boycott Israeli products and 
affiliated companies.

• Visit bdsaustralia.net.au on how to 
boycott, divest and sanction Israel.

• Join Northern Rivers Friends 
of Palestine (on Facebook and 
Instagram), support the disruption 
of the arms supply chain, attend/
support fundraiser events. 

• Join APAN (Australian Palestine 
Advocacy Network)

Thankfully, the Australian activists 
who were abducted have returned 
home from the Flotilla. 

You can donate to the chuffed 
campaign to support their recovery: 
chuffed.org/project/168853-fundraiser-
flotilla

Flotilla prevented from delivering life-saving aid to Gaza
Australian flotilla volunteers

Naarm/Melbourne: Neve 
O’Connor, Anny Mokotow, Dr 
Bianca Webb-Pullman, Gemma 
O’Toole

Meanjin/Brisbane: Sam Woripa 
Watson

Bundjalung/Northern Rivers: 
Juliet Lamont, Isla Lamont, 
Surya McEwen, Helen 
O’Sullivan, Violet Coco

Muloobinba/Newcastle: Zack 
Schofield

by the Nimbin Water 
Collective

Through our work 
over the past several 
months, we have 

learned that the Nimbin water 
supply is under review by the 
Lismore City Council (LCC). 

The Council is seeking to 
determine the sustainability of 
our local traditional supply plus 
looking at options as to what 
might also be a future pathway 
for water security for Nimbin. 

Thus far, the Terms of 
Reference for the Options 
Assessment have been 
inaccessible to the public, 
therefore giving rise to the 
possibility that community-
based initiatives could have 
been overlooked. 

So in good faith, we have 
written to LCC with concerns 
that they may be proceeding 

with the Nimbin Water Supply 
Options Assessment without 
the full recommendations of 
the community having been 
included in the assessment.

Our objective was to ensure 
that Council was considering 
options that ensured that 
Nimbin retains its independent 
and vital water source, with 
the possiblity of enhancing 
the system with better 
management strategies as 
outlined in NGT April article. 

We have written to the 
Council to ensure that all 
these objectives are part of 
the Nimbin Water Supply 
Options Assessment that we 
understood to be scheduled for 
release to the public in June. 

We have now received this 
response:

“At this stage, the scope of the 
assessment does not include detailed 
field investigations, detailed design 

of specific options, or community 
consultation and engagement. 
Council will review the outcome of 
the assessment before determining 
the next steps, including the nature 
and extent of future consultation.

“Council notes the additional 
matters raised in your correspondence, 
including catchment management, 
water recycling and reuse, increased 
storage capacity, and demand 
management measures. 

“These considerations are broadly 
aligned with the scope of this 
assessment, particularly in relation 
to demand management, water 
storage and environmental impact, 
and are considered at an appropriate 
level within the option assessment. 
Environmental flow requirements 
are also considered in the assessment 
of any options involving increased 
extraction from, or modification of, 
the existing weir.

“Catchment rehabilitation is not 
assessed in detail within this phase 

of the study. Recycled water has not 
been included as a supply option in 
the current assessment scenarios. 
Community acceptability has not been 
directly assessed through consultation 
within this phase of the project. 

“It is recognised that differing 
community views are likely to exist 
across potential supply options, and 
formal community consultation will 
be required in future stages to inform 
and confirm the preferred option.”

While this position may suit 
decision-making processes for 
LCC, it does not include the 
Nimbin community, except 
it would appear to ratify the 
decision once they’ve already 
made up their minds. 

This attitude lacks credible 
consultation and the 
authenticity of a whole and 
true analysis.

Currently, as indicated in the 
letter from LCC the options 
listed are:

• Bulk water supply from the 
Rous County Council;

• Augmentation of the 
current surface water 
supply;

• Groundwater supply.
As a groundwater-dependent 
ecosystem, it is imperative that 
we here in Nimbin are able to 
manage our water use without 
disrupting the stability and 
vitality of the artesian systems. 

This applies both in our 
immediate vicinity and 
across the Northern Rivers. 
It is all interconnected. Its 
hydrological processes are yet 
to be fully understood. 

What impacts of 
groundwater extraction from 
the Clarence-Moreton Basin 
at the Alstonville Plateau are 
yet to be realised?

“Groundwater quality and quantity 
monitoring data availability varies 
considerably across different aquifers 
of the Clarence-Moreton Bioregion. 

“While alluvial aquifers such as 
the Lockyer valley alluvium have a 
considerable number of monitoring 

bores, most deep bedrock aquifers 
are only monitored by a few bores in 
the entire basin. 

“One of the key challenges for 
the Clarence-Moreton Bioregional 
Assessment will be to deal with 
this scarcity of data across deep 
rock formations and provide 
recommendations as to what data 
(and where) will be required for future 
assessments.” (Hydrology and 
groundwater quality, www.
bioregionalassessments.gov.au/
assessment 2018).

We will also continue to 
seek understanding of the 
implications of the current 
‘Boil Water Alert’ which we 
are informed is attributed to 
increased turbidity following 
periods of high rainfall.

Please contact the Nimbin 
Water Collective at: 
nimbinenvironmentcentre@
gmail.com and add what you 
can to our knowledge base 
and observations, energy 
and expertise – scientists, 
students, natural wonderers 
and environmental protectors.

Nimbin water supply issues

Nimbin in motion
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